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MINUTES 

 
 Members Present                Staff Present 
 Mayor Franklin                                                                             Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
 Councilman Baughman                             Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 
 Councilman Brock                                                           Julie Emory, Office Manager 

             Councilman Griffin                                                                                  Ginny Dupont, Town Attorney (web) 
             Councilman McKenrick                                              
   
 
 
 
I.    CALL TO ORDER 

             
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Franklin called the meeting to order at 8:35 am.  Five Council members were present, constituting a 
quorum.  
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Melissa Cowan confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Councilman McKenrick made a Motion to approve the agenda as presented. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Baughman.  All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Councilman Brock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

E. INVOCATION 
  

              The invocation was led by Councilman Brock.    

F.  COUNCILMEMBERS REMARKS 
 

Councilman Brock made the following remarks: 
 

• I would like to officially request new Town Council photos on the Town’s website. 
 

Councilman Baughman made the following remarks: 
 

• I would like to congratulate the Blythewood Bengals on winning the Diamond Invitational. I would like 
to thank Steve Hasterok and the Manor Staff for an awesome job they did with our Sunday outdoor 
service here in the park. 

• I would like to say a special thank you to one of our local veterans Lt Colonel Jim Leitner he is a 
residence of Blythewood and has been boots on the ground in Ukraine. He has been reporting on 
what’s going on and reporting on Twitter.  

   
              Councilman Griffin made the following remarks: 
 

• Welcome everybody and thank you for coming out to today’s meeting. I will save my remarks for 
Monday’s regularly scheduled Town Council meeting. 
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              Councilman McKenrick made the following remarks: 
 

• I will make my remarks brief because we have a lot of work ahead of us this morning.  Thank you all 
for being here in person and on YouTube.    

 
Mayor Franklin made the following remarks: 
 

• Reminder that the Doko Rodeo will be held tomorrow and Saturday.  
 
Councilman Brock read the following statement prior to going into executive session. 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
 I have been advised that someone on behalf of the Town of Blythewood has engaged the Nexsen Pruet law 
firm to represent the Town in litigation against MPA Strategies.  I have attended every Council meeting and I have 
reviewed the minutes of Council meetings.  I see no record of the Town of Blythewood ever engaging this firm to 
represent the Town. 
 
 It is my understanding that the Nexsen Pruet law firm has charged almost $100,000 to prosecute a lawsuit, 
which we never authorized as a Council. 
 
 I understand there are two engagement letters signed by the Town Administrator, which have purportedly 
engaged this law firm.  I also understand we operate under a strong mayor form of government.  I do not believe 
the operation of the Town using a strong mayor form of government authorizes the Mayor or his designee to have 
lawsuits filed in the name of the Town without a vote of Council. 
 
 The lawsuit, which has been filed as a counterclaim, is frivolous.  It alleges damages, which I do not believe 
the Town has incurred.  This Town has never been asked to hire this particular law firm and none of us have ever 
voted to approve any of the bills which have been paid, which are outrageous. 
 
 I have recently received a letter from the Town’s alleged attorney, which I find to be threatening.  The 
Nexsen Pruet law firm has made various accusations against me in this letter which are not true and which I find 
to be defamatory.  It is incredibly hard for me to understand how I can be expected to receive advice from the 
Nexsen Pruet law firm when I have received a threatening letter making factual allegations against me, which are 
untrue. 
 
 I understand the Nexsen Pruet law firm was hired by the Mayor without first putting the matter to a vote.  At 
no time has Council ever voted to ratify the actions hiring this firm and at no time have we ever authorized the 
expenditure of funds, which have apparently taken place. 
 
 I do not recognize the Nexsen Pruet law firm as having any authority to act on behalf of the Town.  Thus, I 
cannot vote to go into executive session to receive advice from their representative. 
 
 If the vote of Council today is to go into executive session, then this letter serves as my official objection as I 
believe it will be an illegal executive session.  The Nexsen Pruet law firm does not represent the Town of 
Blythewood and never has to my knowledge.  I certainly have never had any input into the selection of this law 
firm, and I believe their actions have been contrary to the Town’s best interest. 
 
 I specifically request as a member of Council that I receive all documents and correspondence related to the 
letter, which was forwarded to me dated February 11, 2022.  I also specifically request that I be advised as to how 
much the Town paid for the preparation of this letter. 
 
 I do not consent to an amendment of the agenda to either approve the hiring of the Nexsen Pruet law firm or 
to ratify their actions.  We are here this morning pursuant to the agenda in order to discuss the FY 2023 budget. 
 
 Based on the resent correspondence addressed to me, I sincerely believe the Nexsen Pruet law firm has a 
conflict of interest and should withdraw from any further representation of the Town. 
 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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II.    EXECUTIVE SESSION-Per SC Section 30-4-70 
 

A. Receipt of legal advice subject to attorney-client privilege regarding claims and potential claims by and against     
the Town. 

 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to go into Executive Session at 8:39 am. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman McKenrick. The Motion passed with a vote of 4-1, Councilman Brock cast no vote to go into 
Executive Session. 
  
  

III.    RECONVENE 
 
      Councilman Griffin made a Motion to come out of executive session at 10:23 am. The Motion was seconded by  
      Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
 

Mayor Bryan Franklin called on David Black of Nexsen Pruet, LLC to address the remarks made by Councilman 
Brock in his prepared statement. Complying with this request Attorney Black stated the following; 
 
 “Thank you Mr. Mayor. I am David Black, the council’s outside attorney. I am a partner with the Nexsen Pruet law 
firm. One of the issues that was raised through Councilman Brock was that our firm had not been properly 
retained for this litigation. The litigation I am speaking of is the MPA lawsuit which was filed against the town.” 
“The town is what they call a strong mayor form of government and with a strong mayor form of government the 
town speaks through the mayor and the town administrator. I can tell you, rest assured, that we were retained 
properly and our engagement letter is through the town administrator and through the mayor…We do not 
represent individual council members, we do not represent council member Brock,” Black continued. 
Concluding his address Black then said, “In terms of the public record, anyone that is interested in the allegations 
and the seriousness of that lawsuit, the counterclaim is public record – you can review that counterclaim. We have 
received much FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) that has caused our litigation costs to go up. Much of that has 
come from The Voice. The town has incurred almost $70,000 of its legal expenses due to FOIA. I have never 
seen a town receive so much FOIA as I have seen the town of Blythewood receive from Ms. Barbara Ball over 
here. So, if the general public would like to know why the town is incurring legal expenses, much of that is 
because of the FOIA from Ms. Ball.” 

 
 
IV.    ITEMS REQUIRING A VOTE FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION.  
 
      No action taken 
 
 

V.    DISCUSSION ITEM     
 
        A. Proposed FY 2023 Budget 
 

Budget Highlights 
 
General Fund Revenue: 
Franchise fees are $470,000 based on how much was actually collected for FY22, according to our accountant.  
Often, these payments come to the Town after July 1, making it difficult to budget for the next year.   
 
Local Option Sales Tax and Aid to Subdivisions both increased significantly because the revenue is based on the 
2020 Census and Blythewood’s population more than doubled. 
 
Grant Revenue reflects the two earmarks of $250,000 (FY22) and $500,000 (requested for FY23), plus a small 
grant from MASC. 
 
ARP Grant Funds is the total amount we will receive minus the amount recently budgeted for FY22.  This is being 
transferred into the General Fund to be used as the Standard Allowance, which allows the funds to be used for 
General Government Services. 
 
Manor Revenue: 
Facility Rentals is a conservative estimate in response to the volatility of rentals and cancellations the past couple 
of years. 
 
General Fund Expenditures: 
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Governing Body: 
Travel and Training increased to include MASC annual meeting for all of Council. 
 
Administration: 
Salary includes an additional employee to possibly manage numerous large projects expected in next few years.  
(Proposed 5.9% cost of living increase does not include Town Administrator’s salary, per his contract.) 
Marketing decreased because current year included $24,000 for MPA Strategies.   
 
Legal & Professional: 
Legal- outside Counsel now includes Ginny, plus anticipated litigation costs 
Planning & Development Services includes costs of design services for Park additions (farmers market, field, 
Combat Veterans memorial, picnic shelter) plus hiring a consultant to do a zoning ordinance rewrite. 
 
Parks & Recreation: 
Park & Playground Improvements has $40,000 for a large shade structure for the largest piece of playground 
equipment, based on recent bids received. 
 
Outside Agency Requests: $37,500 total is same as last year. 
 
State Accommodations Tax: 
Expenditure: 30% A Tax- Lake Murray Country will give presentation at next Council meeting for FY22 and FY23 
funds. 
 
Local Accommodations Tax: 
Revenue: Significant increase based on FY22 revenue actual plus Home 2 Suites anticipated revenue. 
 
Hospitality Tax:  
 
Revenue: Continues to increase, with Taco Bell being constructed in FY23. 
 
Following discussion Town Council recommended that all HTAX and ATAX applicants requesting funding be 
present at the next budget work session May 5. 

 
 

 VI.   ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilman Brock made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 pm. The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

     
 
 
 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 

  
---------------------------------------------- 
Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 

 

           Melissa Cowan


